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CCRA’s Newsletter is published four times a year.  It is emailed directly to all of our members, and is also posted on our website as above.  Electronic newsletters can easily be shared with friends and colleagues, and offer interesting and pertinent direct internet links. We also send out occasional “email blasts” of current important literacy and educational updates and interesting items, as well as program reminders for your use.  Please watch for these. If you are not receiving your newsletter via your email address, please contact Jan Pizarro or Jane Dulin, as above.  If you have changed your email address, please advise us so that we can be sure to include you on our listserve.

"There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's loot on Treasure Island." — Walt Disney
*** Remember to like the Chester County Reading Association on Facebook! ***
“Remember that in the end it will be teachers who make a difference in children’s lives.  It is the teachers who will either lead the change or resist and stymie it.  The focus of school change has to be on supporting teachers in their efforts to become more expert, and reorganizing all aspects of the educational system so that they can teach as expertly as they know how.” - Richard Allington
Mission Statement of the Chester County Reading Association
The mission of the Chester County Reading Association is to provide opportunities and resources to all who teach and promote lifelong literacy at home, at school, and in the community.

President’s Letter
Dear Colleagues,

In light of the holiday season, it is especially fitting to thank all of you again for helping to support CCRA in its continuing efforts to provide our members with excellent professional development programs, literacy advocacy, and service to our community.  Our members’ commitment to CCRA keeps our council strong and vibrant.  As one of my colleagues remarked, “The application fee for CCRA pays for itself.” She was speaking about the fee that in her opinion covers at least three of the four programs, in which non-members would ordinarily have to pay separately. In addition, a member is provided with KSRA newsletters to keep current about the state level news as well as the latest research in Pennsylvania Reads – a bargain in her opinion! On a similar note, you have most likely received the Fall 2016 edition of Pennsylvania Reads.  Congratulations to our editorial team, which included CCRA’s own Lynne Dorfman and Jan Pizarro, and additional editors, Janice Ewing and June Shultz. Be sure to take advantage of reading the many interesting and worthwhile articles for your professional enjoyment and integration of ideas into your own classrooms. 

Our community service projects never cease to amaze me as our membership seems always willing and able to support our current outreach efforts. It was no different this fall when we implored for your help in replenishing books for a school in Louisiana that was destroyed due to flooding. Special thanks to all of you who supported the project to benefit Tanglewood Elementary School.  Your generous contributions have made a difference in the literacy lives of children and the adults that serve them.

As I recently prepared for a presentation with my fifth grade class, the selection of an appropriate topic and accompanying children’s book to highlight, had been at the forefront of my mind. The theme of peace came to me and so I began to build the presentation around this meaningful, seasonal topic. In everything we educators undertake, literacy is at the heart of it. I expect that you have a similar story, whereby you intentionally select a book to incorporate into a lesson or class project. Next, I began to weave the very simple story, What Does Peace Feel Like? by Vladimir Radunsky, into the presentation. My students used the iPad app, “Capture,” and took turns reading the book and photographed the pages at the same time as they read each page -21st century literacy and technology in practice! My message to all of you is similar to Mr. Radunsky’s. Whatever peace looks, sounds, feels, tastes, and smells like to you, “Peace to all of you this holiday season!” 

In the New Year, please consider joining us for our remaining programs. On Saturday, January 21, 2017, Reading Specialist and Staff Developer from Pennsbury School District, Mary Ellen Lane, will present, “Text Dependent Analysis” at the CCIU in Downingtown from 9 A.M. to Noon. Registration begins at 8:30 A.M. On Wednesday, April 19, 2017, WCU Professor, Kevin Flanigan, is sure to inspire us with his program, “Growing a Love for Words-Developing Vocabulary” from 5 P.M. to 7 P.M. at the CCIU in Downingtown. Registration begins at 4:30 P.M. Hope to see you there!

Visit the KSRA and CCRA websites to be kept informed about current issues, literacy topics, and advocacy efforts:  www.ksra.pa.org and http://ccra-pa.weebly.com
Yours in literacy, 

Rosemarie Batson

CCRA 2016-2017 President 
Chester County Reading Association Programs - 2017
Saturday, January 21, 2017



9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Mary Ellen Lane, Reading Specialist and Staff Developer, 

Pennsbury School District

Text Dependent Questions & Analysis

********

Wednesday, April 19, 2017



5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Kevin Flanigan, WCU Professor

Growing a Love of Words and Ideas: The Vocabulary-to-Comprehension Connection for Struggling Readers and Writers

All programs are held at the Chester County Intermediate Unit.

Act 48 hours are available for all programs.  
Flyers for the first two programs are on pages 11 and 12 of this newsletter.
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CCRA’S New Website and Thank You!

By Rosemarie Batson

CCRA is excited to announce our new website created by our Technology Committee Chair, Jennifer Greene.  You can access the website at: http://ccra-pa.weebly.com/. 

Chester County Reading Association Fall Programs 2016


By Rosemarie Batson


       The first program of the year was held on Saturday, September 17th at the Chester County Intermediate Unit featuring 2015-2016 KSRA President, Michael Williams.  Michael teaches second grade in the Central Dauphin School District where he gets students, especially boys, interested in reading through book clubs. Michael’s program, “Motivating Boys to Read” helped participants to identify factors that lead to lack of motivation for boys to read, learn about book titles that boys will want to read, and discover ways to motivate struggling and reluctant readers (boys). Michael gave attendees an in depth look at the profiles of the boys in his book club, professional books that teachers can use as a resource, and a list of take away  books to motivate the ‘men” in their classrooms. Michael’s knowledge of motivating boys to read, his sense of humor and down to earth delivery, made this presentation a “winner” for the first program of the year!

[image: image1]
                          [image: image3.jpg]



                   Michael Williams                  Nancy Viau

On Thursday, November 10, 2016, author, Nancy Viau, introduced us to her books and talked about her writing process in her presentation entitled, “Write Away!”  She is the author of three picture books and two middle grade novels: Storm Song, Look What I Can Do, City Street Beat, Samantha Hansen Has Rocks In Her Head, and Just One Thing! Nancy is a visiting author to schools, libraries, and book festivals. She has also facilitated writing workshops for students, teachers, and librarians.  In addition to showing us a Power Point about her writing process, Nancy involved the participants in a hands-on writing activity whereby attendees selected pictures out of bags that would stimulate story writing, such as pictures of characters, settings, problems, and more. Through the pictures and Nancy’s questioning, the story began to develop among the participants who shared their ideas. She also threw a giant beach ball among the group to get attendees excited about this writing activity. Without a doubt, Nancy has a tremendous passion for writing, and she certainly conveyed this to all of us in attendance.
KSRA 49th Annual Conference

It was a lovely fall Saturday in October when CCRA members Ro Batson, Jan Pizarro, Jeanne Kerrigan, Mary Ann Mallory, Lynne Dorfman, Ralph Abbott, Rose Cappelli, and Glendia Kennedy headed up to Seven Springs Resort for the 49th Annual KSRA Conference.  Our cars were loaded with the huge dog basket filled with goodies for the raffle and books sent from publishers to be given away that evening at the Book Awards Dinner.  This dinner honored the KSRA winners of the Elementary, Middle School and High School Student Choice Awards.   

The Elementary Book Awards authors in attendance were Number One Sam’s Greg Pizzoli, Dozer’s Run: The True Story of a Dog and His Run’s Sandra Levy, along with Tom Raven, the husband of author Margot Theis Raven(R.I.P.) who wrote Rags: Hero Dog of World War I:  A True Story.  Middle School winner El Deafo’s author, Cece Bell, could not make it at the last minute, but Candace Fleming accepted her high school award for The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion and the Fall of Imperial Russia.  

The featured speaker for this special dinner was Donalyn Miller, author of Reading in the Wild: The Book Whisperer’s Key to Cultivating Lifelong Reading Habits.  Dr. Miller spoke to the audience about motivating students and the best practices in reading. The evening was filled with scrumptious food, enlightening conversations, camaraderie, and teaching ideas galore.

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday were filled with terrific featured speakers and noteworthy sessions with authors and teachers sharing ideas and lessons that could be used in any classroom anywhere.  The featured speakers included Lester Laminack, Jewell Parker Rhodes, Elfienda Hiebert, Mary Bigler, Maria Walther, Vicki Gibson, Cathy Collier, and Justin Stygles.  Many authors signed and presented to the group. Some of them were Peter Catalanotto, Lindsay Barrett George, Brod Bagert, Elvira Woodruff, Jerry Pallotta, Shelly Gill, and Suzanne Bloom. The exhibitors gave away posters, books etc. and offered their educational programs for preview while the vendors sold professional books, as well as, current picture and chapter books and other teaching tools. 

Board member and West Chester teacher, Jen Greene drove up Sunday night and presented a poetry session on Monday.  This was her first KSRA conference presentation, and it was well received according to those who attended.  Other board members who presented were Lynne Dorfman, Jan Pizarro, Beth Madarang, Rose Cappelli and Glendia Kennedy.    

The trip home was dreary and seemed longer, but the CCRA participants were motivated and recharged as educators.  Preparations are well underway for the KSRA 50th Annual Conference at the Hershey Hotel and Conference Center October 8th through October 11th.  Talk to your principals about attending next year since it is close to Chester County.  Go to www.ksrapa.org for more information.  
CCRA Celebrate Literacy Award – 2016

By Tina Facciolli, CCRA Celebrate Literacy Chair

       At the CCRA fall program on November 10, 2016, the Celebrate Literacy award for 2016 was announced and presented.  This award is presented annually to a person, group, or organization which has promoted literacy in the Chester County area.

       Maria Gonzalez Tucker, a Spanish teacher at Lionville Middle School of the Downingtown Area School District, was the 2016 recipient of the Celebrate Literacy Award.  Ms. Tucker had the students in her Level II Spanish class create and donate bi-lingual coloring books to the Community of Volunteers in Medicine (CVIM).  CVIM provides primary medical and dental care to people who live or work in Chester County who lack access to health insurance.  The bi-lingual coloring books and boxes of crayons were available to children visiting the dental clinic.

       Ms. Tucker had her school students write stories in Spanish about their own childhood, and then translate the stories back into English.  The students also added art work to accompany their text to create a coloring book.  The pages were then bound into a book and, along with boxes of crayons, donated to CVIM for approximately the 800 bi-lingual children who come to the dental clinic.  The students’ work was not just for the grade but to create a special gift to the Spanish-speaking children who visit CVIM.  In this way, the middle school students were advocating for literacy and meeting a real need here in Chester County.

      Attending the presentation along with Ms. Tucker were the following students:  Srinath Govindarajula, Cristina Micale, Simran Rajpal, Aparna Shenai, Corrine Strommer, and Spencer Uggla.  Both Cristina and Simran spoke to CCRA about their participation in creating the coloring books and their pride in helping younger children improve their literacy skills.

Nominations for Celebrate Literacy Award

By Tina Facciolli,  Celebrate Literacy Chair

Each year CCRA honors a local organization, group, or person who has promoted literacy in our community.  This award searches for candidates who have shown exemplary accomplishments in any of the following areas: direct teaching at any level, organizing local literacy programs, promoting support from the public to enhance literacy, producing teaching materials or special media for literacy programs, conducting research in a field related to literacy, providing young people the opportunity to help in literacy activities, and conducting educational activities of a social, cultural, economic, or political nature in which literacy activities are included.

If you have any possible candidates, please send them to Tina Facciolli at tfacciolli1@verizon.net or mail to 127 Linden Street   West Chester, PA 19382-3737.  Please include a brief description of the person/organization, their contribution to literacy and how they may be contacted.
Calling All Chester County Teachers …
Do you love books?  Do you love to read recently published books to your students?  A good way to do that is to participate in the Keystone to Reading Elementary Book Awards so that your students can be involved in voting for a winner!

The Keystone to Reading Elementary Book Award has as its purpose to stimulate the reading of a variety of recently published trade books to or by students in Preschool through Grade 6. Participants are asked to read at least four of the books from the level that is most appropriate for their grade. Teachers can participate individually, as a grade level, or as a school. We ask for commitment by completing a participation form by December 1st of the current school year. The students vote for their favorite, and teachers submit the results to the committee chairs by March15th. 
The Keystone to Reading Elementary Book Award

Rose Cappelli and Glendia Kennedy

Do you want to introduce your students to some of the newest and best books published in 2015? It’s not too late to participate in the Keystone to Reading Elementary Book Award program for 2016-2017. Just choose your level (preschool, primary, or intermediate) and read at least four of the books on the list. Then have your students vote on their favorite by March 15. Winning authors will be honored at the KSRA Conference in October. 

Additional information including an annotated list of titles and voting sheets is available on the KSRA website (www.ksrapa.org). 

2016-2017 Keystone to Reading Elementary Book Award Nominees

Preschool:

Bear and Squirrel Are Friends by Deb Pulitti

Beastly Babies by Ellen Jackson

Spectacular Spots by Susan Stockdale

Stormy Night by Salina Yoon

You Nest Here With Me by Jane Yolen and Heidi E.Y. Stemple

Virgil & Owen by Paulette Bogan

Who Wants Broccoli? by Val Jones

Primary:

A Penguin Named Patience: A Hurricane Katrina Rescue Story by Suzanne Lewis

Dewey Bob by Judy Schachner

High Tide for Horseshoe Crabs by Lisa Kahn Schnell

Juna’s Jar by Jane Bahk

Leaflets Three, Let It Be! by Anita Sanchez

Simon’s New Bed by Christian Trimmer

Sleepy Snoozy Cozy Coozy: A Book of Animal Beds by Judy Young

Sounds of the Savanna by Terry Catasús Jennings

Take a Hike, Teddy Roosevelt by Frank Murphy

Toad Weather by Sandra Markle

Intermediate:

Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Grandaddy’s Turn: A Journey to the Ballot Box by Michael S. Bandy and Eric Stein

Imagine a World by Rob Gonsalves

Octopuses! Strange and Wonderful by Laurence Pringle

The Legend of the Beaver’s Tail by Stephanie Shaw

Thomas Jefferson Grows a Nation by Peggy Thomas

Tucky Jo and Little Heart by Patricia Polacco

Seeds of Freedom: The Peaceful Integration of Huntsville, Alabama by Hester Bass

Webster:Tale of an Outlaw by Ellen Emerson White

Note: If you teach middle school or high school students, you can participate in the Keystone to Reading Secondary Book Award. A list of books and additional information is available on the KSRA website:  www.ksrapa.org .
CCRA Preschool Book Project

By Mary Ann Mallory
Chester County non-public preschools responded well to CCRA’s invitation to participate in their annual Preschool Book Project during the 2015-2016 school year.  The committee took the grasshopper green book bags to twenty-three sites in Chester County, which included 6 Head Start centers. Over seven hundred fifty children voted for their favorite of the 7 books. When those votes were tallied with the others across the state, the winning book in the preschool category for the Keystone to Reading Book Award was Number One Sam by Greg Pizzoli.          
A special thank you to committee members, Jean Kerrigan, Mary Lee Meacham, Carolyn Kelly, Pat Bove, Jane Schultz, Mary Ann Mallory, Glendia Kennedy, Ro Batson, Bunny Sitcoff, and Rose Cappelli, for delivering and recovering the book bags. It was heartening to see the engagement of our youngest Chester Countians as they listened to and commented on the introductory stories shared by our volunteer CCRA readers.    

The co-chairs have met to outline the preschool book project for the coming school year. They are most grateful to the Greater West Chester Sunrise Rotary Club Foundation for honoring their application for a grant. The monies received will be used to the purchase sets of the nominated Keystone to Reading preschool books for 2016-2017. The book sets will be donated to each of the participating Chester County Head Start Centers and will become part of each center’s permanent collection.  The children will now be able to revisit these wonderful stories throughout the school year long after they have cast their votes for a personal favorite book. Thus, as Holding Carter has said, we are giving our children “roots and wings”.
Children’s Literacy Project

By Jean Kerrigan

     The Children’s Literacy Project is one of two special projects ongoing in our CCRA Community Involvement.   The project came into being through a wish by Friends’ Shelter in West Chester to have “new” books for children arriving at the shelter and especially upon leaving the shelter.  At times Community Volunteers in Medicine and St. Agnes’s Dorothy Day Room have also received donations from this source.  We are open to adding other charitable organizations which need books.   If you know of any such need, please inform Jean Kerrigan or anyone on the board.  Include a paper with your name and phone number and the name of the organization (and a contact person and phone number, if you know them).

     This project has been funded in part by grants from KSRA and largely by allocations from CCRA and occasionally by donations from individuals.   Recently Janet Wong, author of children’s poetry books, donated some of her poetry books and books of Chinese culture to this cause.   Mary Ann Mallory, Corresponding Secretary of CCRA, has donated a goodly number of her very gently used personal books that she read to students.  If you can spare any such books, we would be grateful.  If you have none to spare, perhaps you would be willing to buy a book to donate.  That would be wonderful!  The greatest need is for books for pre-school and early grades K, 1, and 2.  We accept books from preschool board and other books to grade 5.  Just bring the book to the next program (or the following one).   We will have a designated spot where you can place the books.  Include a notebook sheet with your name and email address so that we can acknowledge your gift.

     If you are interested in helping with this project, please let Jean Kerrigan or any board member know and leave a note with your name and phone number so that Jean can contact you.  Mainly the need is for people to examine the books to make sure that they are able to be categorized as “new, and then level the book, and place stickers in the book.  If there is a name in the book that can be covered by a Happy Reading sticker, we can categorize the book as “new.”  If not, we have other organizations which accept used materials.   Most work can be done in daytime or evening, depending on your availability.  The other need is for delivery of books.  That takes some stamina and is done in the daytime.  In either case you would work only about once per month at most. 

     We hope you will consider offering a book or your time to this effort.  If you have any questions about this project, contact Jean Kerrigan at jakvma3@comcast.net or at 610-431-4921. 
CCRA District Partnership Program

By Mary Ann Mallory

Once again the twelve public school districts in Chester County, as well as the Intermediate Unit’s non-public school division, have been invited to participate in CCRA’s District Partnership Program. For a nominal fee a district can purchase either 5 or 10 coupons for each of the 4 general membership meetings being offered during the 2016-2017 school year, and distribute them to their teachers who are not members of CCRA. 

This program encourages teachers to come and see what great adventures in learning and professional development are available to them at one or more of our general membership meetings. Over the past years some teachers attending a meeting with a partnership ticket (which enables them to come free of charge in most instances) decided to invest in individual memberships. Often Reading Matters is in attendance to offer teachers the opportunity to purchase up to the minute professional development materials and/or excellent children’s books.
This year we are welcoming back several former participating school districts to this program, and hope that some others will take the partnership plunge for the first time. Each of our meetings awards those in attendance ACT 48 hours upon the submission of PPID numbers. All CCRA meetings are held at the Chester County Intermediate Unit on Boot Road in Downingtown. Two meetings a year are after school, and two meetings a year are held on Saturday mornings. What better way to refresh, learn, and engage with other Chester County teachers?  I know that partnership is a win–win endeavor for CCRA and the area school districts that choose to participate.
Additional CCRA Information

By Rosemarie Batson

If you are not current with your dues, you can get an application online at: www.ksrapa.org, or on our new website at:  http://ccra-pa.weebly.com/.  Click on LINKS at the top of the home page and you can access KSRA from there, or pay at one of the program meetings.

If you just retired, your membership is free for the first year. Upon request, contact CCFRA Treasurer Jane Schultz at: mjschultz46@hotmail.com for more information.

Our Board Meeting Minutes are posted online on our new website:  http://ccra-pa.weebly.com/.  Click on the ABOUT heading at the top of the home page to get to the minutes.  The March 2016 Minutes are currently posted. You can also access our minutes online at: www.ksrapa.org and click on Local Councils, and then click on Chester County Reading Association. In this way, you will be able to see what is accomplished at our board meetings and get more information about projects we are involved in to promote literacy in the county. You can also access KSRA from CCRA’S website as mentioned above. 

Thank you for continuing your membership in KSRA/CCRA.  We hope that you will attend as many of our meetings as you can this coming year.  Please share this information with your friends and colleagues, too.  Act 48 hours are offered at every meeting.

A Special Offer for Retirees

By Rose Cappelli, CCRA Past President

Have you recently retired, or are you planning to retire soon? If so, you are probably sifting through a lifetime’s accumulation of teaching materials, deciding what to keep, what to discard, and what to pass along to a colleague. You might also be thinking about your affiliations with professional organizations such as CCRA and KSRA, wondering whether or not those memberships will continue to serve you in your retirement years. 

What are the benefits of remaining an active member of CCRA and KSRA? First of all, you have devoted many years to helping students become literate human beings because you care about them and the future. It’s not that you haven’t stopped caring, it’s just that you want more time to pursue some personal goals. CCRA and KSRA were established, in part, to promote reading as a life-long habit, and to support research and effective instruction in literacy through advocacy and quality professional development for teachers. Your membership will help to ensure that these goals continue to provide benefits to students locally and across the state. 

Perhaps you are considering keeping a hand in teaching by doing some tutoring. As a seasoned educator, you might even be asked to provide advice to parents (who may be your own children) or beginning teachers on literacy issues. If so, you will want to remain current on best teaching practices and relevant research. Through our informative programs, newsletters, and conferences, CCRA and KSRA can help you do that.

In retirement, you may be looking for ways to give back to your community. Membership in CCRA can also offer a variety of volunteer opportunities. You can read to preschool students, help assemble book baskets for less fortunate families, or gather and deliver reading materials for use in public places. You might even consider becoming a member of CCRA’s Board of Directors. Many of our current board members are retirees who continue to advocate for literacy.

But perhaps most importantly, remaining active in CCRA and KSRA will provide continuing contact with friends and colleagues who care about literacy and helping children grow in their love of learning.

Still not sure? To help you with your decision, CCRA is offering a free one year membership renewal to first year retirees. Take a year to think about how maintaining your CCRA/KSRA membership can help you continue to reach students and remain a loyal supporter of literacy in Pennsylvania. What have you got to lose?  To take advantage of this opportunity, please contact CCRA Treasurer Jane Schultz when your membership renewal is due.
Scroll down for program flyer and lists of NYT best books of the year…
Chester County Reading Association

A KSRA Exemplary Council and ILA Honor Council

“Text Dependent Analysis”
Standards into Practice: Application of TDQ and TDA

Mary Ellen Lane

Reading Specialist/Staff Developer

Pennsbury School District

Saturday, January 21, 2017
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Chester County Intermediate Unit - 9 A.M. to 12 P.M.
Program Description:
Have you ever wondered how close reading, text dependent questions and analysis fit together into classroom instruction? This workshop will provide educators with practical resources and experience to utilize text dependent questions and analysis in their classroom while addressing the key shifts in the ELA core standards.  Participants will explore various levels of text dependent questions and how to move them into text dependent analysis. Training will also be provided on how to score a TDA.
Program Details:

CCRA Members/District Partner Ticket Holders                No Cost

Full-Time Undergraduate Students                                      $5

Non-Members                                                                      $10

Act 48 Hours: 3                                                                    
Registration: begins at 8:30 A.M. followed by a brief Board Meeting and then the Program from 9:00 A.M. to 12 P.M.  Consider joining CCRA during registration, if you are not currently a member. Light breakfast refreshments will be served. Door prizes for some lucky participants will be awarded after the Program. Book company, Reading Matters, will be on hand to sell children and professional books. Come and bring a friend.

RSVP by January 14, 2017 to Jane Vardaro at: jvardaro1@comcast.net
Remember to include your PPID#, if you want Act 48 credit. Check www.cciu.org for cancellations due to weather. Questions? Contact Lynne Dorfman at: 

lynnedorfman@comcast.net  CCRA’S new website:  http://ccra-pa.weebly.com/


Notable Children’s Books of 2016 – NY Times

The best in picture books, middle grade and young adult fiction and nonfiction,                                                                                                                  selected by the children’s books editor of The New York Times Book Review.
Picture Books

DU IZ TAK? Written and illustrated by Carson Ellis. (Candlewick, $16.99.) In this enchanting tale of bugs who build a fort in a plant, only to see it toppled by a spider, Ellis presents an imaginary land of stylish insects who speak their own made-up — but easily understood — language.

FREEDOM OVER ME. Eleven Slaves, Their Lives and Dreams Brought to Life. Written and illustrated by Ashley Bryan. (Caitlyn Dlouhy/Atheneum, $17.99.) Basing his work on an 1828 document he found, Bryan has created dignified, heart-rending portraits of 11 slaves who were put up for sale, imagining their individual voices and the details of their lives.

I AM PAN! Written and illustrated by Mordicai Gerstein. (Roaring Brook, $18.99.) An exuberant look at the irrepressible yet often overlooked Greek god Pan that “seems to owe as much to Old Hollywood as to modern graphic novels,” our reviewer, Maria Russo, said.

THE JOURNEY. Written and illustrated by Francesca Sanna. (Flying Eye, $17.95.) This heart-stopping, visually sophisticated story of a happy family suddenly forced to flee their home because of war evokes the dark danger of fairy tales to present the stark realities and enduring hope of modern refugees.

LEAVE ME ALONE! Written and illustrated by Vera Brosgol. (Roaring Brook, $17.99.) This clever, witty tale of a beleaguered grandma who just wants to knit in peace “manages to feel both classic and ultracontemporary,” according to our reviewer, Michael Ian Black.

MY NAME IS JAMES MADISON HEMINGS. By Jonah Winter. Illustrated by Terry Widener. (Schwartz & Wade, $17.99.) This soulful book honestly explores the predicament of a sensitive, inquisitive boy — the son of Thomas Jefferson and his slave Sally Hemings — who spent his life “owned” by his father, a founder of our democracy.

WE FOUND A HAT. Written and illustrated by Jon Klassen. (Candlewick, $17.99.) “A masterpiece of honest feelings, emotional tension and poetic restraint,” our reviewer, Sergio Ruzzier, called this third of Klassen’s hat-themed books, about two turtles who find a hat they both want to keep.

SCHOOL’S FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. By Adam Rex. Illustrated by Christian Robinson. (Neal Porter/Roaring Brook, $17.99.) A funny, unexpectedly touching look at how awful the first day of school is for the school building itself, until, helped by a kind janitor, it starts to enjoy the exuberant children and their learning.

THE THANK YOU BOOK. Written and illustrated by Mo Willems. (Hyperion, $9.99.) Willems’s beloved Elephant & Piggie series comes to a fitting close with the two winningly mismatched friends finding a way to thank everyone who has helped them, including their loyal readers.

THEY ALL SAW A CAT. Written and illustrated by Brendan Wenzel. (Chronicle, $16.99.) A cat walking through the world looks mighty different to various other creatures, such as a fox and a goldfish, as this delightful, ingenious book shows.

THIS IS NOT A PICTURE BOOK! Written and illustrated by Sergio Ruzzier. (Chronicle, $16.99.) This clever and lovely celebration of reading — and of picture books themselves — features a picture-loving duckling who ends up transported by the power of words, too.

THUNDER BOY JR. By Sherman Alexie. Illustrated by Yuyi Morales. (Little, Brown, $17.99.) “Soaring,” our reviewer, Minh C. Le, called this playful story about a Native American boy who, tired of sharing a name with his father, seeks a suitable new one for himself.

Middle Grade

THE BEST MAN. By Richard Peck. (Dial, $16.99.) An 11-year-old boy has to learn some new lessons about masculinity and family when his uncle marries another man in this touching and insightful novel from the beloved Peck.

GHOST. By Jason Reynolds. (Atheneum, $16.99.) Trying to outrun his own painful memories and personal challenges, the budding track star who narrates this National Book Award finalist is “worthy of a place alongside Ramona and Joey Pigza on the bookshelves where our most beloved, imperfect characters live,” our reviewer, Kate Messner, said.

THE INQUISITOR’S TALE; Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog. By Adam Gidwitz. Illustrated by Hatem Aly. (Dutton, $17.99.) This delightfully twisty tale of traveling children — are they saints or heretics? — wanted by the King of France in 1242 is “dense with literary and earthy delights,” our reviewer, Soman Chainani, said.

MS. BIXBY’S LAST DAY. By John David Anderson. (Walden Pond, $16.99.) This story of three troubled boys’ devotion to an exceptional teacher who somehow gets through to each of them, but falls ill and has to leave the classroom, is tragic, funny and uplifting all at once.

PAX. By Sara Pennypacker. Illustrated by JonKlassen. (Balzer&Bray/HarperCollins, $16.99.) “Truly remarkable,” our reviewer, Katherine Rundell, called this resonant story, which alternates between the points of view of a boy and the pet fox he is forced to set free when his soldier father goes off to war.

RAYMIE NIGHTINGALE. By Kate DiCamillo. (Candlewick, $16.99.) A girl in 1970s Florida who is abandoned by her father tries to lure him back home by baton-twirling her way into the newspaper in this heartbreaking, utterly enchanting novel.

WHEN THE SEA TURNED TO SILVER. By Grace Lin. (Little, Brown, $18.99.) This National Book Award finalist about a girl’s search for her grandmother is the last of a trilogy that incorporates traditional Chinese tales, which our reviewer, Emily Jenkins praised for its “surpassing wonder and emotional weight.”

Young Adult

THE GREAT AMERICAN WHATEVER. By Tim Federle. (Simon & Schuster, $17.99.) A gay aspiring screenwriter coming to terms with his sister’s death and his own stalled romantic life is at the center of this “moving tale about grief that’s also laugh-out-loud funny,” our reviewer, Ali Benjamin, said.

THE PASSION OF DOLSSA. By Julie Berry. (Viking, $18.99.) “Magnificent,” our reviewer, Marjorie Ingall, called this absorbing, elegant novel about a young medieval gentlewoman on the run from an obsessed friar who wants to burn her at the stake for heresy.

SALT TO THE SEA. By Ruta Sepetys. (Philomel, $18.99.) This devastating literary thriller about a group of young refugees fleeing Stalin’s troops at the end of World War II is set against the worst maritime disaster in history, the sinking of the Wilhelm Gustloff, which cost over 9,000 lives.

THE SERPENT KING. By Jeff Zentner. (Crown, $17.99.) Zentner manages to blend humor, optimism and ominous Southern-style moodiness in this tale of three devoted teenage friends who help each other face violence, family shame and the difficulty of breaking out of the trap called home.

STILL LIFE WITH TORNADO. By A. S. King. (Dutton, $17.99.) Our reviewer, Jeff Giles, praised King’s “beautifully matter-of-fact use of the supernatural” in this hypnotic and insightful tale of a teenager who meets her future selves as she struggles to make her way through a dysfunctional present.

THE SUN IS ALSO A STAR. By Nicola Yoon. (Delacorte, $18.99.) Jazzy, romantic and philosophical, this novel’s main action takes place over the course of a single day in which a Jamaican girl about to be deported meets and falls for a Korean-American boy.
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 Fiction The Association of Small Bombs By Karan Mahajan 
A finalist for the National Book Award, Mahajan’s novel — smart, devastating and unpredictable — opens with a Kashmiri terrorist attack in a Delhi market, then follows the lives of those affected. This includes Deepa and Vikas Khurana, whose young sons were killed, and the boys’ injured friend Mansoor, who grows up to flirt with a form of political terrorism himself. As the narrative suggests, nothing recovers from a bomb: not our humanity, not our politics, not even our faith.

Read our review of “The Association of Small Bombs”  Viking. $26.
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Fiction The North Water By Ian McGuire 
Propelled by a vision that is savage, brutal and relentless, McGuire relates the tale of an opium-addicted 19th-century Irish surgeon who encounters a vicious psychopath on board an Arctic-bound whaling ship. With grim, jagged lyricism, McGuire describes violence with unsparing color and even relish while suggesting a path forward for historical fiction. Picture a meeting between Joseph Conrad and Cormac McCarthy in some run-down port as they offer each other a long, sour nod of recognition.

Read our review of “The North Water”  Henry Holt & Company. $27.
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Fiction The Underground Railroad By Colson Whitehead 
With a conceit as simple as it is bold, Whitehead’s brave, necessary novel imagines a slave fleeing north on a literal underground railroad — complete with locomotives, boxcars and conductors. By small shifts in perspective, the novel (winner of the National Book Award in fiction) ventures to new places in the narrative of slavery, or rather to places where it actually has something new to say: about America’s foundational sins, and the ways black history is too often stolen by white narrators.

Read our review of “The Underground Railroad”  Doubleday. $26.95.
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Fiction The Vegetarian By Han Kang. Translated by Deborah Smith. 
In Han’s unsettling novel, a seemingly ordinary housewife — described by her husband as “completely unremarkable in every way” — becomes a vegetarian after a terrifying dream. Han’s treatments of submission and subversion find form in the parable, as the housewife’s self-abnegation turns increasingly severe and surreal. This spare and elegant translation renders the original Korean in pointed and vivid English, preserving Han’s penetrating exploration of whether true innocence is possible in a vicious and bloody world.

Read our review of “The Vegetarian”  Hogarth. $21.
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Fiction War and Turpentine By Stefan Hertmans. Translated by David McKay. 
Inspired by the notebooks and reminiscences of his grandfather, a painter who served in the Belgian Army in World War I, Hertmans writes with an eloquence reminiscent of W.G. Sebald as he explores the places where narrative authority, invention and speculation flow together. Weaving his grandfather’s stories into accounts of his own visits to sites that shaped the old man’s development as a husband and father as well as an artist, Hertmans has produced a masterly book about memory, art, love and war.

Read our review of “War and Turpentine”  Pantheon Books. $26.95.
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Nonfiction At the Existentialist Café: Freedom, Being, and Apricot Cocktails By Sarah Bakewell 
The author of the Montaigne biography “How to Live” has written another impressively lucid book, one that offers a joint portrait of the giants of existentialism and phenomenology: Sartre, Beauvoir, Camus, Jaspers, Merleau-Ponty, Heidegger and a half-dozen other European writers and philosophers. Around the early 1930s, the story divides between the characters who eventually come out more or less right, like Beauvoir, and the ones who come out wrong, like Heidegger. Some of Bakewell’s most exciting pages present engaged accounts of complex philosophies, even ones that finally repel her. And the biographical nuggets are irresistible; we learn, for example, that for months after trying mescaline, Sartre thought he was being followed by “lobster-like beings.”

Read our review of “At the Existentialist Café”  Other Press. $25.
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Nonfiction Dark Money: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right 
By Jane Mayer 
In 1980 Charles and David Koch decided they would spend vast amounts of their fortune to elect conservatives to all levels of government, and the world of American politics has never been the same. Mayer spent five years looking into the Koch brothers’ activities, and the result is this thoroughly investigated, well-documented book. It cannot have been easy to uncover the workings of so secretive an operation, but Mayer has come as close to doing it as anyone is likely to anytime soon.

Read our review of “Dark Money”  Doubleday. $29.95.
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Nonfiction Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City By Matthew Desmond 
In May 2008, Desmond moved into a Milwaukee trailer park and then to a rooming house on the poverty-stricken North Side. A graduate student in sociology at the time, he diligently took notes on the lives of people on the brink of eviction: those who pay 70 to 80 percent of their incomes in rent, often for homes that are, objectively speaking, unfit for human habitation. Desmond’s empathetic and scrupulously researched book reintroduces the concept of “exploitation” into the poverty debate, showing how eviction, like incarceration, can brand a person for life.

Read our review of “Evicted”  Crown Publishers. $28.
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Nonfiction In the Darkroom By Susan Faludi 
When Faludi learned that her estranged and elderly father had undergone gender reassignment surgery, in 2004, it marked the resumption of a difficult relationship. Her father was violent and full of contradictions: a Hungarian Holocaust survivor and Leni Riefenstahl fanatic, he stabbed a man her mother was seeing and used the incident to avoid paying alimony. In this rich, arresting and ultimately generous memoir, Faludi — long known for her feminist journalism — tries to reconcile Steven, the overbearing patriarch her father once was, with Stefánie, the old woman she became.

Read our review of “In the Darkroom”  Metropolitan Books/Henry Holt & Company. $32.
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Nonfiction The Return: Fathers, Sons and the Land in Between By Hisham Matar 
Matar’s father, Jaballa Matar — a prominent critic of Muammar el-Qaddafi’s dictatorship — was abducted in exile, in 1990, and turned over to the Libyan regime. Whether Jaballa was among those killed in a prison massacre six years later is impossible to know; he simply disappeared. Hisham Matar returned to Libya in the spring of 2012, in the brief honeymoon after Qaddafi had been overthrown and before the current civil war, and his extraordinary memoir of that time is so much more besides: a reflection on the consolations of art, an analysis of authoritarianism, and an impassioned work of mourning.

Read our review of “The Return”  Random House. $26.
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Fiction & Poetry

ALL THAT MAN IS. By David Szalay. (Graywolf, $26.) Szalay writes with voluptuous authority about masculinity under duress in this novel in stories.

ANOTHER BROOKLYN. By Jacqueline Woodson. (Amistad/HarperCollins, $22.99.) Girlhood and the half-life of its memory are the subjects of this intense, moving novel, Woodson’s first for adults (she is a Newbery Honor winner) in years.

THE ASSOCIATION OF SMALL BOMBS. By Karan Mahajan. (Viking, $26.) Mahajan’s smart, devastating novel traces the fallout over time of a terrorist attack at a market in Delhi.

BARKSKINS. By Annie Proulx. (Scribner, $32.) Tracing two families and their part in the destruction of the world’s forests, Proulx’s latest novel is a tale of long-term, shortsighted greed.

BEFORE THE FALL. By Noah Hawley. (Grand Central, $26.) A private-jet crash leads to a media firestorm in Hawley’s readable thrill ride of a novel.

BEHOLD THE DREAMERS. By Imbolo Mbue. (Random House, $28.) In Mbue’s bighearted debut, set against the backdrop of the American financial crisis, a Cameroonian family makes a new life in Harlem.

BLACK WATER. By Louise Doughty. (Sarah Crichton/Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $26.) Expecting to be assassinated, the hero of this excellent novel grapples with guilt over his actions in Indonesia.

CHILDREN OF THE NEW WORLD. By Alexander Weinstein. (Picador, paper, $16.) The terror that technology may rob us of authentic experience — that it may annihilate our very sense of self — is central to this debut collection of short stories.

COLLECTED POEMS 1950-2012. By Adrienne Rich. (Norton, $50.) Work from seven decades displays Rich’s evolution from careful neo-classicism to free verse, and her embrace of lesbian feminism and radical politics.

COMMONWEALTH. By Ann Patchett. (Harper/HarperCollins, $27.99.) An engaging family portrait, tracing the lives of six stepsiblings over half a century.

DO NOT SAY WE HAVE NOTHING. By Madeleine Thien. (Norton, $26.95.) A Chinese-Canadian professor probes the mystery of her father’s life amid upheavals in China in this ambitious novel.

DON’T LET MY BABY DO RODEO. By Boris Fishman. (Harper/HarperCollins, $26.99.) A family from the former Soviet Union embarks on an American road trip in a novel that is a joy to read.

END OF WATCH. By Stephen King. (Scribner, $30.) The gloriously fitting final installment of King’s trilogy featuring the retired police detective Bill Hodges is a big genre-busting romp.

EVERYBODY’S FOOL. By Richard Russo. (Knopf, $27.95.) This sequel to “Nobody’s Fool,” set 10 years later in the same upstate New York town, presents engaging characters and benign humor.

THE FORTUNES. By Peter Ho Davies. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $27.) This novel, a meditation on 150 years of the Chinese-American experience, asks what it means to be a Chinese-American.

A GAMBLER’S ANATOMY. By Jonathan Lethem. (Doubleday, $27.95.) A backgammon hustler with telepathic powers returns to Berkeley, Calif., for surgery in Lethem’s inventive 10th novel, the theme of which is remaining open to possibilities.

THE GLOAMING. By Melanie Finn. (Two Dollar Radio, paper, $16.99.) A woman tries to remake her life in Africa in Finn’s intricately plotted novel.

GRIEF IS THE THING WITH FEATHERS. By Max Porter. (Graywolf, paper, $14.) A father and his sons struggle with a death in this luminous novel.

HERE COMES THE SUN. By Nicole Dennis-Benn. (Liveright, $26.95.) Dennis-Benn’s tale of life in the impoverished neighborhoods of Montego Bay, Jamaica, sheds light on the island’s disenfranchised.

HERE I AM. By Jonathan Safran Foer. (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $28.) Private and public crises converge for four generations of a Jewish family in this ambitious, often brilliant novel, Foer’s third.

HOMEGOING. By Yaa Gyasi. (Knopf, $26.95.) This wonderful debut by a Ghanaian-American novelist follows the shifting fortunes of the progeny of two half sisters, unknown to each other, in West Africa and America. Gyasi was one of the National Book Foundation’s 5 Under 35 honorees in 2016.

HOT MILK. By Deborah Levy. (Bloomsbury, $26.) In Levy’s evocative novel, dense with symbolism, a woman struggles against her hypochondriacal mother to achieve her own identity.

HOUSE OF LORDS AND COMMONS. By Ishion Hutchinson. (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $23.) Exuberant work from a young Jamaican-born poet who looks to the island’s teeming life and fractured past.

I MUST BE LIVING TWICE: New and Selected Poems, 1975-2014. By Eileen Myles. (Ecco/HarperCollins, $29.99.) Charming and confounding poems from a provocative voice.

IZA’S BALLAD. By Magda Szabo. Translated by George Szirtes. (New York Review, paper, $16.95.) A meditative Hungarian novel about grief and history by the author of “The Door.”

LAROSE. By Louise Erdrich. (Harper/HarperCollins, $27.99.) A man who accidentally killed his best friend’s son gives the man his own child in this powerful story about justice and forgiveness, set in and near a North Dakota Ojibwe reservation.

THE LIFE-WRITER. By David Constantine. (Biblioasis, paper, $14.95.) A widow immerses herself in the letters her late husband received from an earlier lover in Constantine’s lyrical novel.

THE LITTLE RED CHAIRS. By Edna O’Brien. (Little, Brown, $27.) In her harrowing, boldly imagined novel, O’Brien both explores Irish provincial life and offers an unsettling fabulist vision.

LOOK: Poems. By Solmaz Sharif. (Graywolf, paper, $16.) Sharif’s skillful debut collection draws on a Defense Department lexicon of military terms.

THE MIRROR THIEF. By Martin Seay. (Melville House, $27.95.) Linked narratives and various Venices reflect one another in this clever first novel.

MISCHLING. By Affinity Konar. (Lee Boudreaux/Little, Brown, $27.) Konar uses the unsettling and grievous history of Dr. Josef Mengele’s experiments on children, particularly twins, to riveting effect in her debut novel.

MISTER MONKEY. By Francine Prose. (Harper/HarperCollins, $26.99.) The dreadful revival of a musical based on a children’s novel about an orphaned chimp is observed through various points of view in this fresh, Chekhovian novel.

MOONGLOW. By Michael Chabon. (Harper/HarperCollins, $28.99.) In this beautifully written hybrid, a San Francisco writer named Mike presents a memoir about his grandparents, a World War II soldier and a Holocaust survivor.

THE MORTIFICATIONS. By Derek Palacio. (Tim Duggan, $27.) This sweeping debut novel limns the exile and return of a Cuban-American family.

MY NAME IS LUCY BARTON. By Elizabeth Strout. (Random House, $26.) A writer and her estranged mother attempt to reconnect during a brief visit in a Pulitzer Prize winner’s exquisite novel of careful words and vibrating silences.

NINETY-NINE STORIES OF GOD. By Joy Williams. (Tin House, $19.95.) This collection of micro-fictions is a treasure trove of tiny wry masterpieces.

THE NIX. By Nathan Hill. (Knopf, $27.95.) In this entertaining debut novel, full of postmodern digressions, a young professor tries to write a biography of his political activist mother.

THE NORTH WATER. By Ian McGuire. (Holt, $27.) In McGuire’s darkly brilliant novel, the crew of a doomed whaling ship bound for the Arctic Circle must reckon with fierce weather, pure evil, and the shadows of Melville and Conrad.

NUTSHELL. By Ian McEwan. (Nan A. Talese/Doubleday, $24.95.) An unborn baby overhears his mother and her lover plotting to murder his father in McEwan’s compact, captivating novel.

REPUTATIONS. By Juan Gabriel Vásquez. Translated by Anne McLean. (Riverhead, $25.) A slender but impactful Colombian novel about a political cartoonist who re-examines his accusations against a politician.

THE SPORT OF KINGS. By C. E. Morgan. (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $27.) Three Kentucky dynasties — black, white and equine — converge in this vitally written if melodramatic novel.

STILL HERE. By Lara Vapnyar. (Hogarth, $26.) In this razor-funny novel, four Russian friends try to make their way in New York.

SWING TIME. By Zadie Smith. (Penguin Press, $27.) Two multiracial girls in North London dream of becoming dancers (one has talent, the other doesn’t) in Smith’s exuberant new novel about friendship, music, race and global politics.

TODAY WILL BE DIFFERENT. By Maria Semple. (Little, Brown, $27.) In this brainy, seriously funny novel by the author of “Where’d You Go, Bernadette,” a Seattle woman confronts private school parents, a husband’s secret life and more.

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD. By Colson Whitehead. (Doubleday, $26.95.) Whitehead’s well-built, stunningly daring novel turns the historical freedom network from metaphor to reality, complete with tracks, locomotives and platforms. The winner of this year’s National Book Award for fiction.

VALIANT GENTLEMEN. By Sabina Murray. (Grove, $27.) An audacious historical novel about the Irish revolutionary martyr Roger Casement.

THE VEGETARIAN. By Han Kang. Translated by Deborah Smith. (Hogarth, $21.) This novella in three parts is both thriller and parable. The winner of the 2016 Man Booker International Prize.

WAR AND TURPENTINE. By Stefan Hertmans. Translated by David McKay. (Pantheon, $26.95.) A masterly novel about memory, art, love and war, based on the author’s grandfather’s notebooks.

WEATHERING. By Lucy Wood. (Bloomsbury, $26.) This poetic debut novel, set in a damp house near a roaring river, explores the relationship between mothers and daughters.

ZERO K. By Don DeLillo. (Scribner, $27.) In the post-postcolonial future of DeLillo’s moving, mysterious 16th novel, a man joins his billionaire father at a desert compound where people can be preserved forever.

Nonfiction

ALL THE SINGLE LADIES: Unmarried Women and the Rise of an Independent Nation. By Rebecca Traister. (Simon & Schuster, $27.) A deeply researched and thought-provoking examination of the role of single women throughout history.

AMERICAN HEIRESS: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst. By Jeffrey Toobin. (Doubleday, $28.95.) In this riveting account, even the S.L.A. is shown some compassion.

AT THE EXISTENTIALIST CAFÉ: Freedom, Being, and Apricot Cocktails. By Sarah Bakewell. (Other Press, $25.) A lucid joint portrait of the writers and philosophers who embodied existentialism.

BLOOD AT THE ROOT: A Racial Cleansing in America. By Patrick Phillips. (Norton, $26.95.) How a Georgia county drove out its black citizens in 1912 and remained all-white for 80 years: a well-written, timely and important account.

BLOOD IN THE WATER: The Attica Prison Uprising of 1971 and Its Legacy. By Heather Ann Thompson. (Pantheon, $35.) A masterly — and heartbreaking — history, based in part on new materials about the Attica prison uprising and its terrible aftermath.

BORN TO RUN. By Bruce Springsteen. (Simon & Schuster, $32.50.) Springsteen’s autobiography, explaining how he rose from Freehold, N.J., to international fame is both plain-spoken and eloquent.

CITY OF DREAMS: The 400-Year Epic History of Immigrant New York. By Tyler Anbinder. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $35.) A richly textured guide to the past of the nation’s chief immigrant city.

DARK MONEY: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right. By Jane Mayer. (Doubleday, $29.95.) A formidable account of how the Koch brothers and their allies have bought their way to political power.

THE DEFENDER: How the Legendary Black Newspaper Changed America From the Age of the Pullman Porters to the Age of Obama. By Ethan Michaeli. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $32.) A powerful, elegant history of the influential paper.

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT: The War Years and After. Volume Three: 1939-1962. By Blanche Wiesen Cook. (Viking, $40.) The long-awaited conclusion of a monumental and inspirational biography.

THE ENGLISH AND THEIR HISTORY. By Robert Tombs. (Knopf, $45.) A Cambridge historian’s clearsighted retelling of English history also analyzes how the English themselves have viewed their past.

EVICTED: Poverty and Profit in the American City. By Matthew Desmond. (Crown, $28.) A sociologist shows what the lack of affordable housing means as he portrays the desperate lives of people who spend most of their incomes in rent.

THE FACE OF BRITAIN: A History of the Nation Through Its Portraits. By Simon Schama. (Oxford University, $39.95.) A splendid book to accompany a BBC series hosted by the eminently readable historian and art critic.

FAR AND AWAY. REPORTING FROM THE BRINK OF CHANGE: Seven Continents, Twenty-Five Years. By Andrew Solomon. (Scribner, $30.) Some 30 travel pieces, in prose sparkling with insight, describe “places in the throes of transformation.”

FROM THE WAR ON POVERTY TO THE WAR ON CRIME: The Making of Mass Incarceration in America. By Elizabeth Hinton. (Harvard University, $29.95.) A well-researched study of the bipartisan embrace of punishment after the 1960s.

THE GENE: An Intimate History. By Siddhartha Mukherjee. (Scribner, $32.) With scope and grandeur, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of “The Emperor of All Maladies” presents the history of the science of genetics and examines the philosophical questions it raises.

GHETTO: The Invention of a Place, the History of an Idea. By Mitchell Duneier. (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $28.) Duneier offers a stunningly detailed, timely survey of scholarly work on the topic.

HERO OF THE EMPIRE: The Boer War, a Daring Escape and the Making of Winston Churchill. By Candice Millard. (Doubleday, $30.) Imperialism and courage are on display as Churchill fights the Boer War in Millard’s readable, enjoyable book.

HIS FINAL BATTLE: The Last Months of Franklin Roosevelt. By Joseph Lelyveld. (Knopf, $30.) A gripping, deeply human account of Roosevelt’s last 16 months in office, when the president fought to create lasting global peace — despite having received a diagnosis of acute congestive heart failure.

HITLER: Ascent 1889-1939. By Volker Ullrich. Translated by Jefferson Chase. (Knopf, $40.) The first volume of a timely new biography focuses on Hitler the man, seeing him as a consummate tactician and an actor aware of his audience.

HOW EVERYTHING BECAME WAR AND THE MILITARY BECAME EVERYTHING: Tales From the Pentagon. By Rosa Brooks. (Simon & Schuster, $29.95.) A disturbing exploration of the erosion of boundaries between war and peace.

HOW TO SURVIVE A PLAGUE: The Inside Story of How Citizens and Science Tamed AIDS. By David France. (Knopf, $30.) A remarkable account of how activists and patients won the funding that led to AIDS treatment from a reluctant government.

I CONTAIN MULTITUDES: The Microbes Within Us and a Grander View of Life. By Ed Yong. (Ecco/HarperCollins, $27.99.) A science journalist’s first book is an excellent, vivid introduction to the all-enveloping realm of our secret sharers.

IN THE DARKROOM. By Susan Faludi. (Metropolitan/Holt, $32.) Faludi offers a rich and ultimately generous investigation of her long-estranged father, who suddenly contacted her from his home in Hungary after undergoing gender-reassignment surgery at the age of 76.

IN GRATITUDE. By Jenny Diski. (Bloomsbury, $26.) In her final memoir before her death, Diski, who was quasi-adopted by Doris Lessing, examines the origin, and the close, of her life as a writer.

AN IRON WIND: Europe Under Hitler. By Peter Fritzsche. (Basic, $29.99.) A deep reflection about World War II’s moral challenges for civilians.

LAB GIRL. By Hope Jahren. (Knopf, $26.95.) A geobiologist with a literary bent makes her science both accessible and lyrical, and offers a gratifying and moving chronicle of the scientist’s life.

THE LIMOUSINE LIBERAL: How an Incendiary Image United the Right and Fractured America. By Steve Fraser. (Basic Books, $27.50.) An incisive history of a right-wing metaphor and its effects.

THE MAN WHO KNEW: The Life and Times of Alan Greenspan. By Sebastian Mallaby. (Penguin Press, $40.) This thorough account of the former Fed chairman’s rise depicts him as political to a fault.

NEW ENGLAND BOUND: Slavery and Colonization in Early America. By Wendy Warren. (Liveright, $29.95.) Warren enlivens her study of Northern slavery with new research and a fresh approach.

ORSON WELLES. Volume 3: One-Man Band. By Simon Callow. (Viking, $40.) Expertly and convincingly, Callow rejects the common disdain for Welles’s post-1948 career.

THE PEOPLE AND THE BOOKS: 18 Classics of Jewish Literature. By Adam Kirsch. (Norton, $28.95.) Detailed and lucid accounts of seminal texts highlight the variety of Jewish experience.

PLAYING TO THE EDGE: American Intelligence in the Age of Terror. By Michael V. Hayden. (Penguin Press, $30.) The former C.I.A. director makes the case for Bush-era security measures.

PRETENTIOUSNESS: Why It Matters. By Dan Fox. (Coffee House, paper, $15.95.) A nimble case for pretentiousness as a willingness to take risks.

PUMPKINFLOWERS: A Soldier’s Story. By Matti Friedman. (Algonquin, $25.95.) Friedman has written a striking memoir about his stint in the Israeli Army in southern Lebanon in the 1990s.

A RAGE FOR ORDER: The Middle East in Turmoil, From Tahrir Square to ISIS. By Robert F. Worth. (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $26.) The story of the 2011 Arab Spring and its slide into autocracy and civil war, beautifully told by a veteran correspondent.

THE RETURN: Fathers, Sons and the Land in Between. By Hisham Matar. (Random House, $26.) In this extraordinary memoir-cum-family history, Matar describes his search for his father, who disappeared into a Libyan prison in 1990.

THE RISE AND FALL OF AMERICAN GROWTH: The U.S. Standard of Living Since the Civil War. By Robert J. Gordon. (Princeton University, $39.95.) An economic historian’s magisterial assessment of the past and future of American living standards.

SECONDHAND TIME: The Last of the Soviets. By Svetlana Alexievich. Translated by Bela Shayevich. (Random House, $30.) The Nobel winner offers a powerful oral history of Russia, post-1991.

SHIRLEY JACKSON: A Rather Haunted Life. By Ruth Franklin. (Liveright, $35.) This thorough biography traces Jackson’s evolution as an artist and makes a case for her importance.

SING FOR YOUR LIFE: A Story of Race, Music, and Family. By Daniel Bergner. (Lee Boudreaux/Little, Brown, $28.) A portrait of Ryan Speedo Green, an African-American opera singer who overcame terrible childhood poverty and abuse. This season he has a lead role in the Metropolitan Opera’s “La Bohème.”

STRANGERS IN THEIR OWN LAND: Anger and Mourning on the American Right. By Arlie Russell Hochschild. (New Press, $27.95.) A Berkeley sociologist takes a generous but disconcerting look at Tea Party backers in Louisiana to explain the way many people in this country live now, often to the astonishment of everyone else.

TRUEVINE. Two Brothers, a Kidnapping, and a Mother’s Quest: A True Story of the Jim Crow South. By Beth Macy. (Little, Brown, $28.) A riveting account of two albino African-American brothers who were exhibited in a circus.

UNFORBIDDEN PLEASURES. By Adam Phillips. (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $25.) Linked essays examine the idea that forbidden pleasures have a tendency to obscure the meaningfulness to our lives of the unforbidden ones.

WEAPONS OF MATH DESTRUCTION: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy. By Cathy O’Neil. (Crown, $26.) A frightening look at the risks of the algorithms that regulate our lives, by a former hedge fund “quant” (she got her Ph.D. in math at Harvard) who became an Occupy Wall Street activist.

WHEN BREATH BECOMES AIR. By Paul Kalanithi. (Random House, $25.) A brilliant young neurosurgeon reckons with the meaning of life and death when he learns he has advanced lung cancer; a moving and courageous account.

WHEN IN FRENCH: Love in a Second Language. By Lauren Collins. (Penguin Press, $27.) Collins, a New Yorker staff writer married to a Frenchman, writes a very personal memoir about love and language, shrewdly assessing how language affects our lives.
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